The south face, too, was skirted by a narrow
street, and here the buildings which were being oc-
cupied by the enemy were as little as thirteen yards
away. The defence on this side depended on pali-
sades, an almost continuous line of loopholed build-
ings, and flanking fire from the Cawnpore battery.
Next to Deprat's was the house known as the Mar-
timbre, the temporary home of the boys from the
Martinifere College outside the city. Next to the
right came a road blocked up by a bank and palisades,
and across the road the Brigade Mess, a high build-
ing with a parapeted roof and a good command for
musketry. This post was chiefly manned by the
English officers of the mutinous regiments, many of
whom had their own rifles and were excellent shots.
The commandant, Lieutenant Colonel Master, 7th
Light Cavalry, became known as the Admiral from
his habit of hailing from the top.
The two enclosures to the right of the Brigade
Mess were held by the Sikh troopers and known there-
fore as the Sikh Squares. They were surrounded
by buildings with low roofs which were parapeted
with boards and sandbags as the siege went on.
A lane, commanded by a 24-pounder howitzer at
the inner end, separated the Sikh Squares from Gub-
bins' post, which formed the south-west angle of the
Position. Mr Gubbins had been fortifying his house
since May,, though at first his activity had amused
his more optimistic neighbours. His compound was
surrounded by outhouses adapted for musketry, and
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